ZXHWA
AHED

GALLERY

AGAINST TRANSPARENCY

Solo exhibition featuring Ahmad Rafi
22 May - 5 July 2026

Press Release

Shiva Zahed Gallery is proud to announce Against Transparency, a solo exhibition featuring the work of Ahmad Rafi
(b. 1961, Tehran). The exhibition presents a pivotal body of work produced overthe past two decades, re-evaluated here for its
profound relevance to contemporary global discourses on visibility, representation, and the limits of the image.

Rafi's work challenges the classical mandate that painting must provide a clear window onto a visible world. Instead,
his canvases — populated by velils, curtains, and obscured figures — function through opacity. By disrupting the viewer's
expectation of direct access, Rafi frames the act of seeing as a condition held in suspension.

"Presenting this work today is a matter of critical urgency,” says the gallery director. “At a moment when visibility is often
equated with exposure and data access, Rafi's paintings insist onthe fundamental right to remain unknown. These works
do not resolve visibility; they suspend it."

By placing Rafi's aesthetic of obstruction in dialogue with Edouard Glissant’s “Right to Opacity,” the exhibition highlights
the gallery's commitment to intellectual inquiry and cross-cultural theoretical exchange. Against Transparency
positions the artist as a prescient figure who anticipated contemporary anxieties surrounding surveillance and the
commodification of the gaze.

Ahmad Rafi (b. 1961, Tehran) was introduced to art from an early age. Following two and a half formative and traumatic
years of compulsory military service on the front lines of the Iran-lraq War, he left Iran in 1986 and relocated to Germany
via Barcelona. At the age of twenty-five, as the artist himself describes it, he was “thrown into Germany.” After eleven
years in Aschaffenburg, Rafi entered what he refers to as his “Frankfurt Phase.”

Working primarily within the language of representational painting, Rafi approaches realism not as mere depiction, but
as a site of critical inquiry and self-reflection. Hiswork often engages perception through subtle disruptions of visibility,
materiality, and distance. Across multiple bodies of work, Rafi has explored themes of architecture, the human figure,
memory, and the tension between presence and concealment.

While painting remains central to his practice, Rafi has continually expanded its possibilities. Moving beyond the
conventional canvas, he has incorporated antique art history books as painting surfaces and, in later years, developed
installation-based works integrating film and music. This expanded vocabulary reflects an ongoing commitment to
reconsidering the boundaries of painting while maintaining its material and conceptual core.

Alongside his artistic practice, Rafi has also been engaged in curatorial work, creating platforms for both national and
international artists to engage with urgent social and cultural questions.
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BASIN BULTENI

ISTANBUL —Shiva Zahed Galeri Ahmad Rafi'nin (d. 1961, Tahran) eserlerinden olusan Against Transparency adli kisisel
sergisini duyurmaktan gurur duyar. Sergi, son yirmi yillik sure boyunca Uretilmis Uretilmis ve gorunurluk, temsil ve
imgenin sinirlarina iliskin guncel kiresel sdylemleriyle olan derin baglantisi nedeniyle bu baglamda yeniden
degerlendirilen, donUm noktasi niteligindeki bir eser grubunu sunuyor.

Rafi'nin eserleri, resmin gorunUr dunyaya net bir pencere acmasi gerektigi seklindeki geleneksel goruse meydan
okur. Bunun yerine; ortUler, perdeler ve belli belirsiz figurlerle dolu tuvalleri, opaklik yoluyla kendini ortaya koyar.
1zleyicinin dogrudan erisim beklentisine ket vuran Rafi, gérme eylemini askiya alinmis bir durum olarak cerceveler.
"Bu eserleri bugun sergilemek kritik bir aciliyet tasimaktadir,” seklinde acikliyor galeri direktord. “GorunurlUk
kavraminin siklikla maruziyet ve veri erisimiyle esdeger goruldugu bir donemde, Rafi'nin resimleri bilinmez kalma
temel hakkini savunuyor. Bu eserler goruntrlogi cozumlemiyor; onu askiya aliyor.”

Sergi, Rafi'nin engelleme estetigini Edouard Glissant'in “Opaklik Hakki” kavramiyla bir diyaloga sokarak galerinin
entelektUel sorgulama ve kulturlerarasi kuramsal bir degis-tokusa olan bagliligint on plana cikariyor. Against
Transparency, sanatclyl gozetleme ve bakisin metalastirilmasi etrafinda donen cagdas endiseleri 6nceden sezmis
bir oncU figur olarak konumlandiriyor.

Ahmad Rafi (d. 1961, Tahran) sanatla kUcUk yaslardan itibaren tanisti. Iran-Irak Savasi'nin cephe hatlarinda gecirdigi
iki bucuk yillik, hem bicimlendirici hem de travmatik zorunlu askerlik hizmetinin ardindan, 1986'da Iran’i terk etti
ve Barselona Uzerinden Almanya'ya yerlesti. Sanatcinin kendi ifadesiyle, yirmi bes yasinda “Almanya’ya atildi”.
Aschaffenburg’da on bir yil gecirdikten sonra, Rafi kendi deyimiyle “"Frankfurt Donemi”“ne girdi.

Esas olarak figUratif resim dilini kullanan Rafi, gercekcilige sadece bir betimleme olarak deqil, elestirel sorgulama ve
0z-yansitmanin bir alani olarak yaklasir. Eserleri genellikle gorunOrlUk, maddilik ve mesafedeki ince bozulmalar yoluyla
alglyl harekete gecirir. Rafi, cesitli eserlerinde mimari, insan figuru, hafiza ve varlik ile gizlilik arasindaki gerilim gibi
temalari kesfetmistir.

Resim, pratiginin merkezinde yer almaya devam etse de, Rafi resmin olanaklarini surekli genisletmistir. Geleneksel tuvalir
Otesine gecerek, antika sanat tarihi kitaplarini resim yUzeyi olarak kullanmis ve son yillarda film ve muzigi birlestirer
enstalasyon tabanli calismalar gelistirmistir. Bu genisletilmis kelime dagarcigl, resmin maddi ve kavramsal 6zUnuU
korurken sinirlarini yeniden gozden gecirme konusundaki surekli bagliligini yansitmaktadir.

Sanatsal pratiginin yani sira Rafi, kuratorlUk calismalari da yorotmekte ve hem ulusal hem de uluslararasi sanatcilarin
acil sosyal ve kolturel meselelerle ilgilenebilecekleri platformlar olusturmaktadir.
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